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Backend
The royalties received by a musician when a song is played in public.

Composition rights
The rights that you own by writing a piece of music. These would be held by a publishing
company.

Copyright
All original music is protected by copyright as soon as it is recorded/written down. You
have the right to perform the music in public (performing rights). These are transferred
to a PRO when you sign up with them.

Creative Commons
A copyright licensing platform that encourages owners of copyrighted work to make their

work available for free for non-commercial purposes.

NB: You would need to apply to PRS for authorisation to use your work under a Creative
Commons license.
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https://www.prsformusic.com/help/can-i-provide-my-music-under-a-creative-commons-licence
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/uk/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/uk/
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Exclusivity
Exclusive
If a music licensing agency asks for you to be exclusive, it means that you can’t place
your music with other agencies.

Non-exclusive
If a music licensing agency allows non-exclusivity, you can place your music with other
agencies. In this situation, you keep 100% of the copyright.

Master rights (aka dubbing rights)
Actual recorded version. Would be held by a record label.

Mechanical rights
This grants permission to use the song in other formats, e.g. audio streams, digital
downloads, CDs etc.

Performance Rights Organisation (PRO)
Operate as an intermediary between copyright holders and parties who want to use the
copyrighted works in public. They collect your royalties on your behalf, working as a
‘collection society’. They hold your performing rights and collect backend royalties.
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Performing rights
This grants permission to play the song in public, online or on radio.

Phonographic Performance Limited (PPL)
A PRO which collects and distributes money on behalf of performers and record
companies for the use of their recorded music.

Performing Rights Society (PRS)
A PRO which collects and distributes money on behalf of songwriters, composers and
music publishers, for the use of their musical compositions and lyrics.

It is actually made up of two separate ‘collection societies’ called PRS and MCPS, which
operate together as ‘PRS For Music.” PRS handles royalties for works that have been
performed/played, and MCPS handles royalties for works that have been
reproduced/copied.

Royalty payment
Money paid to an owner of an asset by another for the right to use that asset (i.e.
royalties paid to a copyright holder of a song by a film-maker to use the song).

Sync rights

Composition and lyrics to the song or piece of music. Normally held by the music
publisher.
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https://www.ppluk.com/
https://www.prsformusic.com/

